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Yesterday evening Formentera's coalition of island organisations met to discuss results of the
vote on participatory budgeting in 2017. Online ballots were cast by representatives of 31 local
associations, and yesterday assembled coalition members gave the go-ahead to allocate this
year's €325,000 budget to the three most popular projects.

  

The top voted projects, according to community involvement councillor Sònia Cardona, start
with a roughly €100,000 fitness circuit for the elderly in Sant Ferran, built along the town's ring
road. Second in line is a youth park, budgeted for approximately €209,000 and slated for
construction in a public-use area at the juncture of carrers Guillem de Montgrí and Major. Lastly,
coalition reps green-lighted an initiative to purchase an accessible sailboat for €16,000.

  

Aside from the boat, which the Council has already bought, the projects will be carried out in
2018 “in order to ensure maximum impact,” explained Cardona. She stressed that the coalition's
bottom line remains “children and youth, social programmes and the disabled”. In the words of
Councillor Cardona, the show of commitment “gives cause for thought, and says a lot about
where this coalition is at right now”. She pledged the results of the vote “wouldn't go unnoticed
by the Council's cabinet”.

  

The first convocation to initiate the 2018 participatory budgeting process will be held in January.
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